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[bookmark: _GoBack]Using specific examples from the book, discuss the major events and individuals that Anne experienced and encountered. How did these events and people shape American history?
The book covers a period of nineteen years, representative of Anne’s life from the age of four years to twenty three years. Moody’s life and experiences are parallel to the development and evolution of the civil rights activists’ efforts for change. The autobiography is themed around Racism by the white people, Sexism among fellow civil rights activists, and disunity among black folk whilst equally oppressed by white supremacy.
Anne Moody was given the name Essie Mae Moody at birth, born in Mississippi in the mid-1940s. She begins her narration living on a plantation with her younger sister Adline Moody where her parents, Toosweet Davis and Diddly Moody, are sharecroppers. After the birth Jr. Moody her parents separate. Essie, her siblings and her mother move to stay with her aunt where her mother takes up low income earning jobs available for the black race. There are time when the family go hungry often consuming leftover bread and beans from Toosweet’s white employers. This depicts the depressing scenario of most black community. Growing up, Moody established what to do in order for her life to end up different from her mother’s. She desired not to have the life of a farmer raising many kids in conditions of poverty and in service of the white society. From the fact that her mother’s having many children increased the levels of poverty that they lived in, drove her to remain single and seldom engage in physical relationships with boyfriends. As she puts it, she resisted all that she had to, in avoiding to end up the same way as Toosweet.
Essie begins grades school in a segregated school and excels due to her competitive nature. She constantly compete with Darlene, her step father Raymond’s sister, as they are age mates and classmate. Her first expression of curiosity of race begin when her query about her two uncles who seemed rather white go unanswered. She starts working at the age of nine making her outgrow her age and develop a sense of responsibility. The Claibornes are her first white employers and like most the others getting along with them is generally easy. She even gets encouragement from the Claibornes in her studies and ask her share their table. Though by working for Mrs Burke, a racist who makes bluntly racist remarks and highly unpleasant with the blacks, Essie learns to stand up for herself. She has to strike a balance between her school work with babysitting and housekeeping for white folks. She finds herself contemplating why the good things and better treatment was only given to the white people.
Essie’s, now Anne Mae Moody, radical arousal start during the summer of her freshman year when she learns about the murder of an innocent fourteen year old black boy, Emmett Till, who was visiting from Chicago. The boy was brutally murdered for allegedly whistling flirtatiously and offensively to a woman belonging to the white race.  This forms a defining moment for Anne as she becomes fully cognisant of the extent of racism and its inequalities. Having struggled to comprehend the injustice between the races as a young girl, she stricken to whether there are comprehendible differences between the blacks and the whites. All she was left with was spite for her town for allowing assaults related racism to go unimpeded.
Anne begins inquisition of National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP) from her mother, a word she had come across when working for Mrs Burke. Her mother offers no explanation but rather gives her warning not to mention the name in the midst of white folks better yet never to speak of it. Mrs Rice, a key individual in Anne’s life not only as her homeroom teacher but also as an advocate, informs Anne about Emmett Till and NAACP. This knowledge gives hope for a tool to overthrow the power that the white folk had and the oppression against black Americans. Anne gets immense information from Mrs Rice about racism in Mississippi who encourages her to learn more about civil rights movement. She then begins to think of ways of overthrowing racial inequalities within the town. A fall out sparks between her and her family as they are afraid and comprehend not her preoccupation with civil rights movement. Eventually she moves to New Orleans in with Dilly, her father, and his current wife Emma whose family are light skinned yet reserved.
For college Anne is offered a basketball scholarship at Natchez. In her second year in the college, Anne organises a boycott of the campus cafeteria. The boycott is her first successful revolt and goes ahead to cater the meals of the affected students before the institutions offers a solution. She transfers to Tougaloo College just before the end of her second year at Natchez College on an academic scholarship. This is where she meets with Troller, her roommate and the secretary of NAACP, who invites her for NAACP meeting and Medgar Evers, leader of association in Mississippi. Despite the knowledge of the risks that came from joining the movement, Anne becomes an active member of the NAACP. Anne and Joan Trumpuer, a white student and secretary for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) partake and protest together in several demonstrations. All these actions result in Moody’s separation from her family, who disapproves of her actions. This is symbolic of the civil rights movements’ separation from the older, less aggressive black American Society.
Moody is now fully engaged in the fight for civil rights. In her company are three other civil rights activists at Jackson, Mississippi, Wollworth’s lunch counter in a sit-in. They are verbally and physically abused by a mob of white students from a local high school. Anne is physically assaulted “dragged about thirty feet toward the door by hair” (Anne Moody, pg.266).  “Smeared with ketchup, mustard, sugar, pies and everything on the counter” (Anne Moody, pg.266). They are later rescued by Dr Beittel, President of Tougaloo College hours later. Later on Anne works for CORE (Coalition for Organization and Racial Equality) as an activists which faces hostility and multiple vicious incidences. With time Anne feels CORE is not attaining its ultimate purpose of making better the lives of people living in Mississippi both economically and socially rather its focusing more on political avenues like the Freedom Vote. She decides to take a break from active activism to bond with her family but returns then soon after graduates from Tougaloo College. At the age of twenty three, Anne gets on a bus together with younger volunteers all headed to Washington. As the volunteers sing the movement’s anthem Anne Moody is left wondering about its future. All these efforts are symbolic of the civil rights movements’ efforts to get rid of the oppression against the minorities.
Anne came of age when it was time to stand up against oppression. She grows up as an angry, fearless and less cautious than her mother’s peers. Elnire, was afraid of the power that the white society wielded. For Moody and her peers, her concern was of the tolerance that the black people had of the oppressions that they were experiencing. She had no fear for death and was driven by changing the conditions of oppression that the black society was facing. The education that she was able to undergo prepared her and added to the determination for activism for human rights. All significant phases missing in her mother’s life. This determination, which even if it meant her death, wasn’t deterred is significant of the civil rights activists’ need for change and better conditions. This was the means to a better end for the minorities and the black society.

